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SECURITI e MAT 6 N _ 7 . REPORT
50X1-HUM
COUNTRY Oss& T, T T DATE DISTR. 23 0¢T 573
'SUBJECT - ‘Social Conditions in Leningrad - NO. OF PAGES ¢
. PLACE NO. OF ENCLS.
. ACQUIRED (LISTED BELOW) ™% - )
DATE ' SUBPLEMENT TO 50X1-HUM
- ACQUIRED REPORT NO. = -
' DATE OF IN
T THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION . '
e, - o . © 50X1-HUM
. Population .of Leningrad . - _ .  50X1-HUM
P J L‘Lenmznad_j ‘ .
‘. Lmﬂ—m_t—mo—i—lﬁ.n—WJ.—l—‘ 500 11lem "
on amoun ¢ 5,000,000, inc g approx ely 1,000,000 illegal
inhabitants. The acute housing shortage in Leningrad was caused by
this-large number of illegal residents, A person was not given a resi-
dence permit if he was not officially assigned a place to live, Many
people ignored this ruling and stayed in Leningrad illegally, moving in
on' friends and relatives or living in some dilapidated hovel. Evidently
g person could get a job without having a residencs permit from the
| policeS sgfrere.l Soviet employees who were in thigo%":"_TO*M'}t)l(.LHL'J
2. Many of these illegal inhabitants originally came from the Baltic states

(constituting the only large minority group), Karelo-Finland and nearby
agricultural eress. They had been forced to move to Leningrad during
Wirtime evdcuations and evidently could not or did not want to return to
their original homes. i the .former farmers were able to_earn
more money ag workers in Leningrad than on a collective farm, Spot checks
were made to uncover illegal inhabitdnts. If caught, they were sentenced
to three to six months! imprisorment: ‘ ‘ S
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Housing . . L
3. Almost 211’ fx‘ous.{ng in Leningrad was owmed, controlled and allocated by

individual industrial .entérprises. ‘Housing was distributed strictly in
accordance with & person's rank, The income

ties with sevaral other families. The only families who obtained an . -
- apartmest (two.or more rooms) for themselves wers members of the leading °

_.intelligentsia and a few Stakhanovites, Burthermore, an ardinance allowed

- some ‘inteilectuals (professors, et cetera) to have an extra room for
tereative. work®, Nevertheless, even top ranking administrators and army
officers had inadequate. housing facilities. TFor oxample, a general who
lived next door to us--had but two rooms for -his wifg, two children .and.
mother although he received g salary of about 8,000 to 9,000 rubles a month,

.- - . 50X1-HUM
k.| a. rent of 1.40 rubles per square meter was charged for houg-
*. ing space under a certain norm, ; orm cost. three

times this standard remt, - this norm

. amounted to'rine square meters per family member plus nine square meters
o for the family as aunit, Only a very small percentage of Soviet families

in Leningrad were allotted thig tormt, 50X1-HUM
: ~ : : 50X1-HUM
. 5. \ ‘two rooms (18 square meters and 10 square meters)

of "a four room apartment and shared the kitchen, toilet and bath with :
another family, The apartment was equipped with running water, electricity,
central heating and gas (after October 1951). Hot water taps were provided
but operated only once.a-year, when a commission inspected the apartments,

- Electricity was .LO rubles per kilowatt hour and gas cost. .20 ruhlag per

. cubic meter, , . - 50X1-HUM

6, 8 great deal of new construction in Leningrad, almost all of it
ousing, But the housing shortage is still an extremely serious problem

in Leningrad despite this progress, It probably will be decades before
. 1t is solved, 'gack'of housing was still a ma jor source ﬂ‘(‘))a-T_"G‘M‘nt
among the Sovie population, S B

- . b

T ’—‘no'coﬁstrucﬁidn"'oflpriv'ate houses in the city of Leningrad, In

- faet[  [little or no private housing within the city, whether old
or recently comstructed. This is partially explatned by the fact that
wooden houses were torn down during the geige of Leningrad and used for

‘o firewood. This ‘provided neoded fuel and also lesssned the danger. of wide-

-, B8pread fires, This action is also a further explanation of the severe
housing shortage- there, s ) h

"B Quité’a fow private houses, or dachas » Were being constructed on the out-
" Bkirts of Leningrad, Most of thege summer ‘homes were tiny frame ‘buildings,
Mary weré built directly on the ground without concrete foundations.
AN S S T 50X HUM
Consumer Godds . '

P and open markets following the 1947 currency .reform, no
shérbége‘vof‘goods in recent years which had not been Fore. .In..
particular, there was ne noticeable deterioration of the consumer goods
market £ollowing the outbreak of the Korean war, Thers were periodic short-

agss of certain products but tl;aae were due to Seagonal production (in tha

9. There vas always a sufficient quantity of food in Leningrad state stores
E—
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- appliances from Eastern Germany,
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There.was alsc a considerable. improvement in the avajilability, quality and
assortmont of textile.products following the currency reform, This progress
wag continual, ' There was ne slowdomn in recent years. The main articles
of clothing were always available in the last few years, Only certain
grades and styles of clothing were hard to find, Somg clothing items were
subject to erratic deliveries (surmer clothes were placed on sale in the
winter, et cetera} but this was only true of specialised articles,

niture _,‘and‘__gthez_'-"'iﬁj;d" consumer ggods-_wefe more readily available
after 19L9 or 1950, - There were enough electricai appliances, camerss,
radios:and pther "hard" consumer items on hand to meet demand. Television

Sets weéie an exception to this rule. They were difficult to obtain,

* Apparently .the production did not meet.the demand, )

qéﬁ_iﬁ:p&zlte_d goods on sale came from 'éatéllitg countries. A1l of thess

4

- couptries were represented. There were food products and. wine from Hungary;

shoes and.textile products from Czechoslovakia; textile goods .&nd some food

from Poland; rugs and silk cloth from China; and furniture, photographie

equipment, radios, television sets, optical equipment and electrical 50X1-HUM
ﬁc&n{md pineapple was the only

article ‘obsérved on sale which had been imported from cutside the: Sovief

bloc, With the exception of furniture and photographic equipment, demans<-~

,vartig'}es‘outmmbered imported goods in any ‘given line, - S0X1-HUM

' 8t0r% managers had' simply switched ¢
_meats, saugage, fat, butter and fish.
. product was now ‘offered as a sacond-grade product. The result was an in-

50X1-HUM
many. of|:|Soviet acquaintances ’
¢ialmed that Leningrad was better provided with consumer goods than other .
aregs in the Soviet Union.- The metropolis was.favored in this respect, .
Reperts. from several German specialists who 'were transferred from Leningrad
to other.sections of the USSR confirmed this.observation,

The prices of manmy consumer goods, particularly food ‘products, inecreased "
after the introduction of a general price reduction law so that about 25%
of the original price ciut had been wiped out by the end of the yoar. This
was- accomplished switching the grades of consumer goods after a certain

" time, No more thiz:dfgrgde fish, for example, was available and only the

more expensive grades were on sale, What had really happened was that the
' he labels on such food.products ag
What was formerly a third-grade

crease in‘'prices. This occurred after each price reduction law, It was

~".not merely a trend ‘,°? the last few years, - - 50X1-HUM

Soviet Attitudes toward Living Conditidns 50X1 -HUM

J'."S.‘“

16,

l'lghe_ population ‘of Leningrad was dissatisfiad with present.

dey living conditions and|  |the low. standdrd of living was the main sowrce
of popular discontent, To begin with, the présent standard of living was
considered"unsatiafactory, quite apart from any comparisons.with conditions

in previcus years or with life abroad, Secondly, the Soviet citizenavF-
recognized that the present-day standard of 14 g-
-\far balow that of prewar years, Many Soviets remarked that the -
Government had promised to achieve the Prevar level by 1950 or so but that
this promise had not been kept, They welcomed, of ‘course; the progress in
this ‘direction which had been’ achieved since the 1947 currency .reform. . But
they felt that this was insufficient, . . 5 o h

Sﬁecﬁl_aﬁioﬁ concérning a general price reduction usually started .in"Lening-r'ad
-about §ix months before it was actually anncunced, The pecple always beliaved
tlzat this year it would coms earlier, Ard they were always disappointed

50X1-HUM
50X1-HUM
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There was also a considerable improvement in the availability, quality and
assortment of textile products following the currency reform, This progress
was continial, ' There was no slowdown in recent years. The main articles
of clothing were always available in the last few years. Only certain
grades and styles of clothing were hard to find. Some clothing items were

- subject to erratic deliveries (summer clothes ware placed on sale in the

winter, et cetera) but this was only true of specialised articles, L

Furni ture _;and“_gthez_'-"igzj;d" consumer .ggods»wei‘e more readily availabie
after 1949 or 1950. ' There were enough electricel appliances, cameras,
radios:and other "hard" consumer items on hand to meet demand. Television

Sets Were an exception to this rule. They were difficult to obtain,

" -Apparently.the production did not meet the demand, .
' 1]

Most ‘imporied goods on sale came from ‘satellite countries. A11 of thess

" .countries were repressented. There were food products and. wine ‘from Hingary;

,articles outnumbered imported goods in any ‘given line,

shoes and textile products from Czechoslovakia; textile goods.and some food
from Poland; rugs-and silk cloth from China; and furniture, photographic
equipmént, radios, television séts, .optical equipment and electrical

appliances from Eastern Gemany.F} canned pineapple Was the only
article obsérved on sale which h een imported from cutside the' Soviet

) 1 y rd CV-L P
bloc, With the exception of furniture and photographic equipment,. doSOX THUM

13. |

50X1-HUM

piin

many. Soviet acquaintances

claimed that Leningrad was better provided with consumer goods than othar
aress in the Soviet Union.  The metropolis-was-favored in this respect50X1-HUM
Reports, from several German specialists who ‘were transferred from Leningrad

to other sections of the USSR confirmed this-.observation; -

The prices of mamy consumer goods, particularly food products, increased ~
after the introduction of a general price reduction law so that about 25%
of the original Price cit had been wiped out by the end of the year, This
¥wos-accomplished by switching the gradas of consumer goods after a certain

" time. Ro more third-grade fish » .for example, was available and only the

more expensive grades were on sale, What had really happened was that the

' 8tore managers had: simply switched the labels on such food.products as
.meats, saugage, fat, butter and fish. What was formerly a third-grade

. product was now offered as a second=grade product. The result was an in-

’ '_m_:‘b merely a trend ‘_o:f‘ the last few yeara,

crease in‘'prices. This occurred after each, price reduction law, It was
- BOX1-HUM

Soviet Attitudes toward Living Conditioms " 50X1-HUM

15, |

\_theApopnlation ‘of Leningrad was dissatisfisd with present—

dey living conditions and the low. standird of living was the main source
of popular discontent, To begin with, the présent standard of living was

in.previous years or with 1life abroad. Secondly, the Soviet citizens

considered unsatisfactory, quite apart from any comparisons.-with condj:ﬁ
| recognized that the present-day standard of 11

16,

g.
1s still\far below thdt of prewar years. Many Soviets remarked that the -
Government had promised to achieve the prewar level by 1950 or so but that
this promise had not been kept, They welcomed, of course, the progress in
this ‘direction which had been achieved since the 1947 currency reform. .But
they felt that this was insufficient, .- . ) o

Speculation concérning a general price reduction usually started in' Leningrad
‘sbout, .3ix months before it weg actually announced, The peocple always believed
that this year it would come earlier., Ard they Were always disappointed

50X1-HUM
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Social Relations - .
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that the price cuts which were finally effected were not as large as
expected. \ |shoppers .expressing such sentiments, This
was particularly true after the 1951 and 1952 price laws, . S0X1-HUM

A few Party activists tried to blame American foreign policies for this
state of affairs., ' They stated that the aggressive policies of the Unite
States forced the Soviet Union 2 :

ment industry,.

MmOns » 8 Arms

ATZe Sumse o

there.was widespread disappointment over the govermment’s failure to 50X1-HUM
completely restore the economy by 1950 or 1951, - .

The Leningrad population particularly complained about high food prices,
the serious housing shortage and the high prices of vodka and similar
articles, The supPly of .consumer goods was never a major problem in
Leningrad after 1947. And clothing prices were apparently not a constant .
preoccupation because these items seldom figured in a family's budget,

. S0X1-HUM

19, ﬁmere was much more mixing b
an is the casé in Germany. For example

20.

21,

22.

" the two gocial groups,

S0X1-HUM

classes in Leningrad
no special clubs

or night clubs which were maintained for or patronizéd exclusively by the
upper classes. One could obgerve workers sitting next to top bureaucrats
at Leningrad®s best night club, the Hotel Astoria., Or professors played
aloéngside of workers at the numerous chess clubs in the city, Also typical
was the fact that a soldier would stop and ask an officer on the street
for a light, something which never would happen in Germany.

There were no separate facilities for workers and leading personnel in the
institute. Institute-sponsored celebrations or festivities were attended

by workers and bosses alike. The only exception that comesto my mind was
the dining room set aside for the exclusive use of the ten top administra- °
tors in the plant, . 50X1-HUM

The institute director was held in great awe by the average worker, His

powers were greatly feared. But a comradely spirit prevailed between

workers and engineerso\ \the average Soviet

worker was apparently not envicus of the privileges granted to top-level
personnel; eapecially the privileges prior to the currency reform. And

they did not seem to resent the latter'thith!ms_'Eha‘:‘ e wage differ-

ences were considered normel., To sum u o tension beéS;(THUM

50X1-HUM
‘apparently

is50%1-HUM
Union were

this class has apparently

Host of the engineers at Institute L9 (
came from famili-~s of the intelligentsia, If this obaervation
typleal, it indicates that upper social elements in the Soviet
fairly stable and stratifiad. On the other hand,

..been expanding since the end of the war.as many more young people are study-
“ " ing at higher educational institutions .

than ever before,

Relligionl

23,

- : - . -50X1-HUM
) a surprising amount of religious devotion among Leningrad- in-
habitants, the average Russian is by tradition and nature.

religiously inclined; hence the partial fiilure of goverrment propaganda in
this field, Only four churches in Leningrad were still -open and functioning,
including a large cathedral, two medium-size churches and one small church.
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The latter;, called the "French church” in Leningrad, was a Catholic church
headed a Polish priesdt. The other three were Orthodox churches. |:|
no Protestant church or synagogue open in Leningrad. 50X1-HUM

24, The Léningi'ad churches were al'rrays‘ well attended, ’-I’hey were so overcrowded
on church holideys that even the surrounding streets were occupied by M
masses of people, nded church and surprisingly?0X1-HU

people. 307 to LOY of the church-goers
.lﬂhere under 40 years of age. . .. : _ 50X1-HUM

25. The major church holideys, especially Easter, were celebrated by great
numbers of people in Leningrad. .This was apparent by the tremendous
increase in buying before Easter, especially of vodka, pastries and flour,
Religious holidays in memory of the dead were also observed by a great
many people. These holidays were observed in the Russian tradition. ‘The
people brought their food and vodka to the cemetery and made "a day of it.
The crowds were so gredt that even sidewalk stands were set up for the
sale of food and drinks, .

26. Church mar:rieges were not too common, But religious ceremonies were
conducted for many funsrals and baptisms were frequent., It is also in-
terasting to note that the Catholic church Wwas permitted to hdgx?aﬁe&{l/lism

classes for the young people preparing for confirmation.

Crime and Vgé-'incy

270H
pickpocketing, as is apparently true throughout the Soviet Union,
was rampant there, All of the German specialists at Institute L9 were
victims at one time or -another of these street thieves, Most pickpockets
viere young boys, 15 or 16 years of age. It was said that many of them
were so-called "Stalin childrent (children of umwed mothers) who wers
being raised in state orphanages.

28. They operated in crowded places, frequently using & ragor blade to slash
the pocket or briefcase of an wiwary vietim or as . a méans of defense,
Once; while the wife of a German specialist was riding on a stireetcgar, a
boy stole 'a billfold from a Soviet -passenger. A woman sitting next to
the victim witnessed the theft and called his attention to it. -The boy

slashed her face wide opén with a razor blade hidden between his fingers

and mde his getaway during the turmoil, The Soviets in_the stréetecar
warned.the German woman never to make a similar attempt and to ignore

any robbery she observed, 3

{
\

S50X1-HUM

29. The Ler;iﬁg;'ad police had installed boxes on the stree : ity
for the return of lost articles.
the real reason was to encourage § to0 return stolen iden catian

documents andzthese boxes were mainly used for this purpose, . S0X1-HUM

30, Althcugh their number seemed to have declined somewhat in recent years,
t-,lf:ereAwez\mT far more beggard in Leningrad than in a comparable western .
European city. For one thing, beggars "worked" all public 'means of trahs-
portation, something urnheard of in Germany. They were also found in large
numbers in .front of churches and kolkhoz markets. Mmy of them were ‘cripples.

they were war invalids. And quite a few of them were women
with young children. : 50X1-HUM

31, Uﬁdoﬁbtedly a large percentage of the flleg-ai population of Leningrad
(reportedly 1,000,000, as cited above) was engaged in begging, private trade -
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and black market activities, Many of them congregated at an enormous

junk market (Lumpenmarkt) in Leningrad, the so-called Parokhedka, located
on.the Vodny ﬁ.,_'m?z‘e every kind of. uséd article and .many new articles
which had been stolen were offered for sale, At least 100,000 péople

massed there on Sundays when many people came in from surrounding farm areas.

32, Most of the trading was in old clothes, articles which the comuission
stores would not accept, But you could also buy anything in the way of
black market items or stolen goods; German radio tubes, radios, watches,
medicine, et cotera, OUmee, the wife of & German specialist was very sick.
The German was told by the attending doctor that she needed.a particular
medicine which was unavailable at the clinic. The German offered to send
to Germany for the medicine; but the doctor said that that would take too
long, 'The doctor suggested that the German try the Parokhodka, The German’
did so, made his tontact with a black market operator and obtained the .
medicine within a day. This .clinic, incidentally, was one 0'5032'1-_|_‘|0M’ting
medical establishments in Leningrad. )

33. Many of the traders there were professionals in the game, They resold
- articles in the market at a profit. Or else ‘they bought articles on :
Sunday and sold them at a profit in the .nearby countryside during the S0X1-HUM
week. But anyone could sell at this market, All that was required was
a ticket, or bon, which was purchased for three r : A" hi
a bon did not have to present any identification, '
The police did not intervene in any of the transactions, even
when some of the articles on sale were obviously stolen goods. All they
did was check if a person had purchased his bon, 50X1-HUM

] : ‘7

@menﬁs: |

| Unlike the situation at most enterprises previously considered..

\ | the Germans at Institute L9 were isolated as a,group from the
activities and most persomnel at the instituts. The Soviet persomnel w ith whom
they worked had probably been selected by ér were :

MVD, | ‘

e AR, i 50X1-HLIM
The housing "JIOITm“‘ ‘described for the city.of Leningrad - o0X1-HUM
nine square meters for each family member - ATS 1y

as ‘a unit —— appears tobe much too high,

. the housing norm in Lomonosov, a town near Leningrad, was set at nine square

.. meters each for man and wife and none for children, This is more in line with
housing standards in other parts of the USSR, : 50X1-HUM

no re

goods in Leningrad |
L

| 1t may well be that Leningrag

a5 ceptian to this reporied development since | Lenin-
grad was supposedly better provided with consumer goocds than other regions af
the USSR. . ' +. 50X1-HUM

| description of the juak market im Loningrad testifies t¢ *he
ubiquity of bdlaok marksteering and pr.}vnte trljde in the Soviet Ifgi‘oé
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